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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



MEN AND MEASURES OF HALF A CENTURY. 

It cannot be otherwise than pleasant to sit at the feet of a wise and obser- 
vant man like the distinguished author of this handsome book,* and go over the 
ground traveled by him during an active and laborious fifty years of life. The 
tide of narrative flows evenly along these pages, and one gets the impression of 
being in the company of an exact and truthful historian. We have had an 
abundance of war books, and therefore the calm and frank opinions ot a civilian 
and statesman, who served his country faithfully during a most critical period of 
her history, is especially entitled to attention, and in this instance will in the main 
command approval and admiration. Mr. McCulloch writes from personal obser- 
vation and recollection only, and hence the scope of the work is much more 
limited than the title would suggest. Many men prominent in American affairs, 
to say nothing of other nations, are conspicuous by their absence from these 
chronicles. The author describes a circle radiating from himself as a centre, and 
abstains, perhaps wisely, from discussing either men or measures that do not 
revolve in some way around him. Thus the book is in no sense a history of the 
half century. A very large portion is occupied with personal opinions and judg- 
ments of men who figured prominently during the war, and it is only fair t<> say 
that in these estimates of men and measures he shows a kindly and sagacious 
spirit, though he does not throw much new light upon either. His d( f ense of 
General McClellan as a military commander is interesting and worthy of atten- 
tion. General Grant comes in for mingled praise and criticism, and the author 
has been at some pains to analyze the mental and moral fibre of that distin- 
guished man. One of the passages of the work to which, in our view, exception 
might be taken, is that in which he condemns the North American Review for 
certain articles on prominent public personages; but Mr. McCulloch is certainly 
entitled to his own opinions on that subject, and to the adoption of this method 
of expressing them. 

II. 

SCHOOLS OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT. 

The publication by Messrs. Lee & Shepard of the suggestive books written 
twenty-four years ago by Miss Frances Power Cobbe and entitled " Broken 
Lights,"+ is exceedingly timely. The recent controversy touching the Christian 

* " Men and Measures of Half a Century." Sketches and Comments. By Hugh McCulloch. 
Secretary of the Treasury in the Administrations of Presidents Lincoln, Johnson and Arthur, 
Charles Soribner's Sons. 

t " Broken Lights." An Inquiry into the present condition and future prospects of religion* 
iaith. By Frances Power Cobbe. 



